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Burlington Christian Academy 1nspires
students to excel through Biblical Truth,
Intentional Discipleship and Rigorous
Academics for God’s glory.

Royal Family,

This year has marked the first page of a new chapter in the history of
Burlington Christian Academy. As I reflect on my first year as Head of
School, I am deeply encouraged and grateful for the opportunity to serve such
an exceptional community.

Over the past few months, I have met individually with 142 staff members to
listen, learn, and discuss ways we can continue strengthening our already
outstanding school. As we prepare for the 20262027 school year, we are
reviewing handbooks, evaluating curriculum, and welcoming a couple new
faculty members who will further enhance the educational experience for our
students.

We are also investing in our campus facilities. As our new auxiliary gym
comes online, the main gym floor is being completely refinished with a new
stain and updated paint scheme. The flooring in the offices and hallways of
the C Building has been replaced, and a new entrance awning and updated
signage will be installed this summer. These improvements reflect our
commitment to providing an environment that supports excellence in both
academics and student life.

Throughout the year, I have attempted to highlight one principle of Kingdom Holly Clark
Education each month. While a brief summary cannot fully capture the depth
of these principles, I encourage you to read Dr. Glen Schultz’s book on Kimberly Dolby

Kingdom Education. At its core, Kingdom Education is the lifelong, Bible-

based, Christ-centered process of leading a child to Christ, building a child up Shannon Estrada

in Christ, and equipping that child to serve Christ. Shanda Ingle

These principles are first entrusted to parents and also serve as the foundation Meris Jenkins

of our educational philosophy at BCA. We exist to reinforce a biblically

aligned foundation that prepares students not only for success in this life but Amanda Kurak

also for eternity. We remain committed to this calling and are grateful for the Anna Miller

privilege of partnering with your family in the education and discipleship of

your children. Sarah Moore
Steve Murr

Thank you for your trust, support, and investment in Burlington Christian
Academy. We pray that your family enjoys a relaxing, refreshing, and Christ- Andrea Pike
centered summer break.

Cat Scheller

In Christ, Luisa Wall

Steve Murr
Head of School
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Exciing Campus Improvements
Continue at BCA

One year ago, our BCA family gathered to celebrate a
major milestone as we broke ground on the new Dr.
Mary Martin Activity Building. Today, we are thrilled
to see that vision becoming a reality as construction
enters its final stages and crews put the finishing
touches on this incredible addition to our campus.

The Dr. Mary Martin Activity Building will provide
our students with a beautiful new gymnasium, modern
middle school classrooms, and additional space that
will allow Burlington Christian Academy to continue
growing while better serving our students, families,
and community. The expanded facilities will create
more opportunities for athletic practices, school
events, and student activities right here on campus.

Inside the building, students will enjoy state-of-the-art
classroom technology, updated furnishings, and
thoughtfully designed learning environments that
support academic excellence. Outside, new picnic
tables and gathering areas will provide students with
inviting spaces to build community, develop
friendships, and enjoy fellowship throughout the
school day.

Forever Fahnrich’s Flock

Fahnrich’s Flock has been a beloved sta-
ple on the BCA campus for 34 years: 15
years in K4, 5 years in K5, 7 years in Ist
grade, and 7 years in 2nd grade. Across
generations of students, Sheila Fahnrich’s
presence has been unmistakable—marked
by her gregarious personality, her joyful
spirit, and her unwavering passion for

teaching God’s Word.

As exciting as this new building is, it is only one of
many campus improvements taking place this summer.
Across campus, several upgrades are helping refresh
and enhance the BCA experience for current and
future students.

Visitors will notice increased integration of our new
Lionhead logo throughout campus, further
strengthening the visual identity of the BCA Royals.
New acrylic exterior signage is being installed,
creating a welcoming and cohesive appearance. Later
this month, new metal awnings will be added to the
Thompson Gymnasium, providing both functionality
and an updated aesthetic.

Inside Thompson Gymnasium, a beautiful new gym
floor is being installed that will create a brighter,
lighter atmosphere for athletes, students, and
spectators. Additional improvements throughout
campus include fresh paint, new flooring, and
numerous facility enhancements designed to create
exceptional spaces for learning, worship, athletics, and
community.

We are grateful for God's continued provision and for
the faithful support of our BCA families, alumni,
donors, and friends who make these improvements
possible. We look forward to welcoming everyone
back to campus and sharing these exciting updates as
we begin another year of equipping students to impact
the world for Jesus Christ.

The future is bright at BCA, and we can't wait for you
to see all that God is doing on our campus.

Each day, her flock would gather around
her rocking chair—completely engaged,
eyes fixed, hearts open—as she brought
Bible lessons to life. With animated
storytelling, expressive faces, and songs
that turned simple directions into
memorable moments, she created a
classroom where learning was joyful and
truth was deeply rooted.



In those quiet, attentive moments, you truly could hear a pin drop.

Mrs. Fahnrich didn’t simply teach lessons—she invested in lives. She
modeled what it means to love the Lord wholeheartedly and to walk
faithfully with Him each day. Her classroom reflected the truth

of Deuteronomy 6:6—7:

*"These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road.”

Celebrating the Legacy of Mr. David Oakes

As this school year comes to a
close, the BCA High School com-
munity prepares to say goodbye to
a truly special educator—

Mr. David Oakes. After years of
faithful service, Mr. Oakes is
retiring, leaving behind a legacy
that will not soon be forgotten.

Mr. Oakes’ classroom has always
been more than just a place to learn
math; it has been a warm and
welcoming environment where
students feel seen, supported, and
encouraged. Whether you were
struggling to grasp a concept or
simply needed a little extra
reassurance, Mr. Oakes was always
there with patience and kindness.

His ability to make students feel

comfortable and capable is a gift

that has impacted countless
lives.

Beyond the
classroom,
Mr. Oakes
has also
dedicated his
time to
coaching
baseball,
investing in
students both on and off the field.
His leadership, encouragement, and
steady presence have helped shape
not only better athletes, but
stronger individuals.

One of the many things students
will always remember is his
generosity. Mr. Oakes consistently
went out of his way to care for his
BCA High School family, often
treating students during outings—a
reflection of his selfless and giving
spirit.

Above all, it is Mr. Oakes’ sweet
and compassionate nature that will
be missed the most. He has been a
steady source of encouragement,
always ready to lend a helping
hand or a listening ear when it was
needed most.

As he steps into this next chapter,
Mr. Oakes looks forward to
spending time at home caring for
his farm and enjoying meaningful
moments with family and friends.
While we are excited for the rest
and joy that retirement will bring
him, his absence will certainly be
felt throughout our school.

Thank you, Mr. Oakes, for the lives
you’ve touched, the lessons you’ve
taught, and the love you’ve shown.

You will always be a cherished part
of the BCA family.



Celebrating the Impact of Holly Clark

After years of faithful
service and visionary
leadership, Holly Clark
is retiring from
education, leaving
behind a legacy that
will continue to shape
students and staff for
years to come.

Holly began her career

as an exceptional high

school English teacher.
In the classroom, she inspired students not only to
grow in their academic abilities but also to find their
voice and confidence. Her passion for literature and
learning created an environment where students felt
seen, challenged, and encouraged to think deeply.

Driven by a desire to make an even greater impact,
Holly pursued and completed her Master’s degree in
Educational Administration at the University of
North Carolina. Equipped with both classroom
experience and strong leadership training, she

stepped into the role of high school principal—where

her true gift for building and innovation became
unmistakably clear.

Holly Clark is brilliant, and one of her greatest
strengths is her ability to think outside the box. She
has always looked beyond traditional models of
education, constantly asking how she could create
meaningful opportunities for students to succeed
both now and in the future. As the builder of our
high school program, she worked tirelessly to de-
sign a system where students could thrive—
academically, personally, spiritually, and profes-
sionally.

Her vision led to the creation of countless
opportunities for students. One shining example is
Career Day, which she launched last school year.
Through her leadership, 55 dedicated community
professionals came together to share their
experiences, wisdom, and guidance with our
students.

It was more than just an event—it was a powerful
moment of connection and inspiration that opened

doors and broadened horizons.

Holly has worked endlessly to ensure that students
not only succeed in high school but are also prepared
for what lies ahead. Every class offering, every
initiative, and every opportunity she created was
done with purpose and care.

Holly Clark will be greatly missed. She is, without
question, a foundational reason our high school is as
strong and successful as it is today. Though she may
be stepping away from her role, her influence will
remain. The systems she built, the culture she
shaped, and the lives she touched will continue to
reflect her heart and vision.

Her presence will always be felt here.

BCA Alumni Spotlight:
Eljjah Lews
At Burlington Christian Academy, we love
celebrating the accomplishments of our alumni as
they continue to impact their communities for Christ.
One alumnus who is making his mark in higher

education is Elijah Lewis, currently a student at
Gardner-Webb University.

Elijah first became acquainted with Gardner-Webb
through his friend and fellow BCA alumnus, A.J.
Hogan. As he explored the university and considered
his future, he quickly recognized the opportunities
available both academically and spiritually.



One of Elijah's proudest achievements was being
awarded the prestigious Ignite Scholarship. This
highly competitive scholarship provides full tuition
for eight semesters to students who successfully

complete the interview process, maintain a
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher, demonstrate strong
leadership abilities, and possess a heart for serving
others. Receiving this scholarship was a testament to
Elijah's hard work, character, and commitment to
excellence.

Over the past two years, Elijah has worked diligently
to grow academically, spiritually, and personally.
Understanding the importance of building a strong
foundation, he intentionally focused on establishing

healthy habits and priorities during his freshman year.
He became actively involved in campus life,
including joining the Bible Club led by fellow BCA
Royal A.J. Hogan, allowing him to remain rooted in
his faith while navigating the challenges and
opportunities of college life.

As a Computer Science major, Elijah has continued
to challenge himself through academic competitions,
career development opportunities, and experiences
that extend beyond the classroom. His willingness to
pursue excellence and embrace new challenges has
helped prepare him for future success in his field.

We are incredibly proud of the young man Elijah has
become and grateful to see how God is using him
during his time at Gardner-Webb University. His
story is a wonderful example of what can happen
when students build their lives on a foundation of
faith, hard work, and servant leadership.

Congratulations, Elijah! We are proud to call you a
BCA Royal, and we look forward to seeing all that
God has planned for your future.

* To see the full article published about Elijah in the
Gardner-Webb News follow this link: https://gardner-
webb.edu/news/elijah-lewis-experiences-academic-
and-spiritual-growth/

Bringing History to Life: The 5th Grade Wax Museum

One of Burlington Christian Academy's most beloved traditions came to
life once again this year as our 5th-grade students presented their annual
Wax Museum. This engaging project combines research, reading,
writing, creativity, and public speaking into a

memorable learning

experience that

students and families
look forward to each

year.

Each student
begins by
selecting a
historical
figure from
either the past
or present and
reading an
autobiography
about that



person's life. Through their reading
and research, students gain a deeper
understanding of the individual's
accomplishments, character, and
impact on the world.

Once their research is complete,
students take on the challenge of
bringing their chosen historical
figure to life. They carefully
assemble costumes and props that
represent significant aspects of
their character's life and
achievements. Students also write
and memorize a speech, which
they proudly present to parents,
teachers, and fellow students on
presentation day.

In addition to their presentations,
students complete a handwritten
essay, further developing their
research and writing skills. Through
this project, students learn much
more than historical facts. They gain
valuable experience in public
speaking, critical thinking, written
communication, and presentation
skills that will serve them well
throughout their academic journeys.

Perhaps most importantly, students
choose influential leaders,
innovators, and Christ-like
individuals whose lives demonstrate
courage, perseverance, servant
leadership, and a commitment to
making a difference in the lives of
others. Their stories provide
meaningful examples of how God
can use ordinary people to
accomplish extraordinary things.

We are incredibly proud of our 5th-

grade students for the hard work,
dedication, and enthusiasm they
bring to this project each year. Thank
you for teaching us something new
through your wonderful presentations
and for continuing a BCA tradition
that inspires learning while bringing
history to life.

Worship
Through the Arts

The performing arts continue to
flourish at Burlington Christian
Academy as students use their God-
given talents to glorify Him through
both theatre and dance.

This year, theatre students dedicated
themselves to two outstanding
productions: A Midsummer Night's
Prom Dream and The Sound of Music.

Through auditions, rehearsals, and
performances, students developed
confidence, teamwork, and
communication skills both on stage
and behind the scenes. From acting
and singing to lighting, sound, and
makeup, every student played an
important role in bringing these
productions to life.

In dance, students explored four
styles—lyrical/contemporary, ballet,



modern, and jazz—while learning the fundamentals of movement,

choreography, and dance
history. They showcased
their hard work through
performances of The
Hope of Christmas and
Rise Up, approaching

each piece with enthusiasm
and dedication.

More than performances,

both programs provide

opportunities for students to

grow creatively and

spiritually. Through

movement, music, and

storytelling, students learn to express themselves,
worship the Lord, and connect biblical truths to their
artistic gifts.

We are incredibly proud of these talented students and grateful for the passion, perseverance, and Christ-

centered spirit they bring to the arts at BCA.

Learning Languages, Expanding Horizons, Sharing Christ

The Foreign Language program at

Burlington Christian Academy

provides students with engaging

opportunities to learn new languages

while growing in their faith and

understanding of God's world.

Beginning in elementary school,

students take active leadership roles in

the classroom by leading discussions

about the date, weather, and seasons

in Spanish, praying together, and

practicing conversational skills with

their classmates. Through songs,

Scripture, and prayer, students learn to praise the Lord
in another language, reciting the Lord's Prayer in
Spanish and offering prayers of thanksgiving and
petition throughout the week.

Language learning at BCA is hands-on and
interactive. Students explore cultures through
activities such as making Guatemalan alfombras for
Holy Week, participating in a salsa-making contest,
sampling French cheeses, studying Japanese language
and culture, celebrating Spain's La Tomatina festival,
and enjoying a chocolate feast while learning about
Mesoamerican history. They also use technology,
games, and friendly competitions to reinforce
vocabulary, geography, and cultural knowledge,
including learning the capitals and locations of

Spanish-speaking countries
around the world.

High school
Spanish students
enhance their
reading, writing,
speaking, and
listening skills
while exploring
the use of
language to share
the Gospel.
Students learn
Scripture in
Spanish, read
Spanish novels,
complete cultural
projects, and gain
real-world
experience
through activities such as an all-Spanish scavenger
hunt at Plaza Latina and food presentations featuring
dishes from Spanish-speaking countries. Students
gain confidence and start to recognize the potential of
their language skills in missions, ministry, and future
careers.



One of the greatest joys of the program is
watching students use what they have

learned beyond the classroom. Whether

serving on mission trips, pursuing language
studies in college, or communicating with
Spanish speakers in their professions, BCA

students are discovering that learning a

language opens doors to serve others and share the love of Christ. With the
addition of AP Spanish Language and Culture next year, the Foreign

Language program continues to equip students to impact the world for

Jesus Christ.

Discovering God’s World Through STEM

From preschool through
elementary school,
students at Burlington

experiences was
observing
caterpillars
transform into
butterflies. As
students watched

Christian Academy have enjoyed a each stage of the life cycle and

year filled with hands-on learning,
discovery, and opportunities to
marvel at God's creation. Through
engaging STEM experiences,
students have explored the world
around them while developing
critical thinking, problem-solving,
and observation skills.

In preschool, students learned
through exciting real-world
experiences that sparked curiosity
and wonder. A visit from a
concrete truck gave children an
up-close look at how construction

equipment works, while a field trip

to the park provided opportunities
for exploration, friendship, and
fun. One of the most memorable

eventually released the
butterflies, they gained a greater
appreciation for God's amazing
design and the beauty of
transformation.

Elementary STEM students also
experienced learning through
hands-on activities. Kindergarten
students were introduced to
coding with the Code and Go
Robot Mouse, developing early
computational thinking skills
through problem-solving and
exploration. First graders
cultivated spinach and carrots
while learning what plants need
to thrive, connecting their

the sower and the importance of
growing in good soil. Second
graders studied life cycles
through a partnership with
Alamance 4-H, eagerly
observing incubating eggs and
learning about growth, change,
and God's perfect timing.

Whether coding a robot,

growing a garden, watching

butterflies emerge, or
anticipating the arrival of baby
chicks, our students have been
reminded that every discovery
points back to the Creator. We are
thankful for another year of

observations to Jesus' parable of EEEETTT T G .



learning that fosters curiosity, enhances academic skills, and encourages students to recognise God's

presence in the world around them.

A Heart for Service: National Honor Society Students Making a

Difference

A remarkable group of

juniors and seniors at the
high school are setting the standard for excellence
both inside and outside the classroom as members of
the National Honor Society. The faculty advisors are
Mrs. Tiffany Cardwell and Mrs. Deanne Moore.
Induction into this prestigious organization is no
small achievement. Students must maintain at least a
3.5 GPA while demonstrating a deep commitment to
their education. Beyond academics, they are expected
to lead, serve others, and consistently exhibit strong
character.

This year’s National Honor Society members have
truly embodied these values through meaningful acts
of service within the community. One of their most
impactful efforts was supporting the Caring Kitchen
food drive. The Caring Kitchen plays a vital role in
the community by offering free meals once a week to
those in need, and these students stepped up to help
ensure that this mission continues. Their willingness
to give their time and energy reflects a genuine desire
to make a difference in the lives of others.

In addition to their work with the food drive, the
group also spent time at Twin Lakes Retirement
Community, where they hosted a lively game of
Bingo for residents. Bringing along prizes and plenty
of enthusiasm, the students created an atmosphere

filled with laughter, connection, and joy. More than
just a game, the experience became an opportunity to
build relationships and show appreciation for the
older generation. Both the students and residents
walked away with full hearts, having shared such a
meaningful time together.

These National Honor Society students exemplify
what it means to lead with purpose and serve with
compassion. Their dedication to academic excellence,
combined with their commitment to uplifting others,
makes them a shining example of what young people
can accomplish when they choose to invest in their
community.

10
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Determination and Faith

She didn’t arrive at BCA with ease—she arrived
with determination.

After spending years in public school, this young
lady felt something stirring in her heart: a desire for
more than just academics. She wanted a place
where she could grow in her faith, where prayer
wasn’t hidden, and where the Bible wasn’t just a
book on a shelf but a foundation for learning. So
she made a bold decision. She told her mom she
would help pay her own tuition—using the money
she earned from her job—because she believed that
deeply in the opportunity ahead of her.

When she first walked through the doors of BCA,
the excitement was real—but so were the
challenges.

The coursework was more rigorous than she
expected. The expectations were higher. There were
days she felt overwhelmed, days when coming to
school felt like climbing a mountain she wasn’t sure
she could conquer. At times, she questioned if she
had made the right choice.

But what she found at BCA was not just a school—
it was a community.

Teachers and administrators came alongside her and
her family, sitting down together to create a plan.
They didn’t let her struggle alone. They encouraged
her, supported her, and reminded her of the reason
she started this journey in the first place.

And slowly, things began to change.

The same student who once struggled to find
confidence in her abilities began to grow—not just
academically, but personally and spiritually. Test
scores that once disappointed her turned into marks
she could be proud of. Late nights of studying,
moments of frustration, and countless prayers began
to bear fruit.

Before long, she wasn’t just passing—she was
thriving.

She earned a place on the honor roll.

And this spring, something even more incredible

happened—she was accepted into her dream
college.

Her story is not just one of academic success but of
perseverance, faith, and courage. She never gave
up, even when it was hard. She stayed committed to
her goals, leaned into the support around her, and
most importantly, continued to seek God every step
of the way.

Above all else, her heart remains the same. She still
desires to grow deeper in her faith, to learn more
about God, and to live out His calling on her life.
That is why she has chosen to attend a Christian
university this fall, where she will pursue her dream
of becoming a teacher—impacting the next
generation just as she has been impacted.

We are incredibly thankful for her.

We are proud of her resilience, her faith, and her
unwavering commitment.

And as she steps into this next chapter, we celebrate
all she has accomplished and pray for all that is still
to come.



Jfarning fcceptances to the following
Colleges and Yhniversities

Alamance Community College, Appalachian State University,
Barton College, Campbell University,

Catawba College, Charleston Southern University, Chesapeake
College, Chicago State, Clemson University, Coastal Carolina
University, Davidson-Davie Community College, Duke
University, East Carolina University, Elon University, Gardner
Webb, Georgia Southern University, Georgia State, Grand
Canyon University, Greensboro College, Guilford College,
Hampden Sydney, High Point University, Lees-McRae
University, Lenoir-Rhyne University, Liberty University,
Montreat College, NC A&T University, NC State University,
North Carolina Wesleyan, NC Central University, Old
Dominion, Queens University of Charlotte, University of
South Carolina, UNC-Chapel Hill, UNC-Asheville, University
of North Carolina at Charlotte, University of North Carolina at
Greensboro, University of North Carolina at Wilmington,
University of Memphis, University of Tennessee- Knoxville,
University of Virginia - Wise, Virginia Tech, Wake Forest
University, Western Carolina University, Wingate University,
Winston-Salem State University
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Lofton Gonzalez
NC Wesleyan University
Baseball

Cohen Payne
Greensboro College
Baseball
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Cooper Kelly
UNC Greensboro
Baseball

Micah Stewart
Campbell University
Track & Field

Kenan Kim
Montreat College
Golf

Anthony Valdez
Chesapeake College
Baseball



Girls Cross Country
Boys Golf

Girls Track and Field
Boys Tennis
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Thank You, BCA Boosters!

We are incredibly grateful for our BCA
Boosters and their unwavering support of our
athletic programs. Through their generosity
and commitment, they continue to provide
resources that help our student-athletes excel
both on and off the field.

This year, the Boosters blessed BCA with a
new minivan, proudly outfitted with our school
logos, to help transport smaller teams to oft-
site practices, competitions, and events. This
wonderful addition will serve our athletic
program for years to come, and we are
thankful for a Booster family that faithfully
invests in the lives of our students. Your

Boys Golf
Boys Tennis
Girls Volleyball
Girls Cross Country
Boys Cross Country
Girls Soccer
Girls Swim

Girls Tennis
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Track and Field
Blakeley Bork
Sarah Chambers
Reagan Craig
Carly Gresham

Adalynn House
Josiah Horn
Zoie Johnson
Kelsey King
Hazel Kleiman
Ellie Mundy
Mary Katherine Parham
Emma Sweeney
Anna Wilson
Golf
Kenan Kim
Boys Tennis
Nathan Clark
Girls Soccer
Blakeley Bork
Adalynn House
Brooke Post
Baseball
Cooper Kelly
Cohen Payne
Patrick Triolo



Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.”

-Matthew 19-20
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